Academic Outcomes: Social Science
Intellectual Skills (TK-5)
Chronological and Spatial Thinking
1. Students place key events and people of the historical era they are studying in a
chronological sequence and within a spatial context; they interpret time lines.
2. Students correctly apply terms related to time, including past, present, future, decade,
century, and generation.
3. Students explain how the present is connected to the past, identifying both similarities
and differences between the two, and how some things change over time and some things
stay the same.
4. Students use map and globe skills to determine the absolute locations of places and
interpret information available through a map’s or globe’s legend, scale, and symbolic
representations.
5. Students judge the significance of the relative location of a place (e.g., proximity to a
harbor, on trade routes) and analyze how relative advantages or disadvantages can change
over time.

Research, Evidence, and Point of View
1. Students differentiate between primary and secondary sources.
2. Students pose relevant questions about events they encounter in historical documents,
eyewitness accounts, oral histories, letters, diaries, artifacts, photographs, maps, artworks,
and architecture.
3. Students distinguish fact from fiction by comparing documentary sources on historical
figures and events with fictionalized characters and events.

Historical Interpretation
1. Students summarize the key events of the era they are studying and explain the
historical contexts of those events.
2. Students identify the human and physical characteristics of the places they are studying
and explain how those features form the unique character of those places.
3. Students identify and interpret the multiple causes and effects of historical events.
4. Students conduct cost-benefit analyses of historical and current events.

Grade Level Themes
TK/Kinder Learning and Working Now and Long Ago
1st Grade A Child’s Place in Time and Space
2nd Grade People Who Make a Difference
3rd Grade Continuity and Change
4th Grade California: A Changing State
5th Grade United States History and Geography: Making a New Nation
6th Grade World History and Geography: Ancient Civilizations
7th Grade World History and Geography: Medieval and Early Modern Times
8th Grade United States History and Geography: Growth and Conflict

